Pine County

Soil & Water

CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
June 1, 2017

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting on
Thursday, June 1, 2017.

Members Present: Others Present:

Skip Thomson Jill Carlier, District Manager
Tom Swaim Joe Kelash, District Forester
Jerry Telker Robin Poppe, Wetland Specialist
JJ] Waldhalm Claire Blake, CCM Apprentice

Members Absent: Doug Odegard
CALL TO ORDER: Thomson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Catlier introduced Claire Blake, the Conservation Corp Apprentice with us for the

sumimer,

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve the agenda with additions.
Motion carried

MAY MINUTES:
Motion by Waldhalm, seconded by Telker to approve the May 11 meeting minutes.
Motion carried

MAY SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES:
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve the May special meeting minutes.
Motion carried

MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS:
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve the May financials and payment of bills including a $22,000 and
a $15,000 transfer. Carlier stated the large transfers were due to payments for the trees.

Motion carried

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:
Wetlands & Grants:
e Williams: Has a restoration design from USFW. TEP recommends a no-loss determination be issued.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Telker to approve the no-loss determination, with the inclusion of comments
from DNR in the notice. Approval is also contingent upon receiving payment.
Motion carvied.
 Pathfinder Village: TEP held a special meeting on 5/31/17 to discuss the project. TEP trecommends
approval of Pathfinders Village application for restoration of the “river” with the following conditions:
Project has been divided into four categories.
#1: All shoreline areas can be excavated to a 3:1 slope. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter
8420.0415 A. an activity that will not impact a wetland.
#2: Red Areas: Excavate to a depth of 6.6 feet. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter
8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.
#3: Orange Areas: Can excavate to depth of 6 feet consider leaving high quality habitat areas
unaltered. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter 8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.
#4 Non-Color Areas: No excavation except in shoreline area, if material is deposited during
excavation in shoreline area may remove no deeper than 4 feet. Wetland Conservation Act Rules
Chapter 8420.0415 A. an activity that will not impact a wetland. Wetland Conservation Act Rules
Chapter 8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.
» Conditions:
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Atreas that do not qualify for no-loss because depth varies from 4 to 6 feet still qualify for
shoreline restoration.

All removed material must be deposited in upland.

Bottom contour depth not to exceed 6.6 feet in area where sediment is removed.

All shoreline restoration results in stable shoreline to the best of applicant’s ability.

All restored shoreline areas seeded or re-planted.

If necessary, the Local Government Unit has the right to request as-built drawings of the work on
the “river”.

Attachment: Color Coded Aerial Photo indicating project categories.

TEP concluded that application is completed based on further discussion of project activities and
review of 2008, 2011, 2013 and 2015 photos.

Motion by Swaim, seconded by Telker to approve the TEP recommendation of:

Project has been divided into four categories.

#1: All shoreline areas can be excavated to a 3:1 slope. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter
8420.0415 A. an activity that will not impact a wetland.

#2: Red Areas: Excavate to a depth of 6.6 feet. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter
8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.

#3: Orange Areas: Can excavate to depth of 6 feet consider leaving high quality habitat areas
unaltered. Wetland Conservation Act Rules Chapter 8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.

#4 Non-Color Areas: No excavation except in shoreline area, if material is deposited during
excavation in shoreline area may remove no deeper than 4 feet. Wetland Conservation Act Rules
Chapter 8420.0415 A. an activity that will not impact a wetland. Wetland Conservation Act Rules
Chapter 8420.0415 B. removal of sediment.

Conditions:

Areas that do not qualify for no-loss because depth vaies from 4 to 6 feet still qualify for
shoreline restoration.

All removed material must be deposited in upland.

Bottom contour depth not to exceed 6.6 feet in area where sediment is removed.

All shoreline restoration results in stable shoreline to the best of applicant’s ability.

All restored shoreline areas seeded or re-planted.

If necessary, the Local Government Unit has the right to request as-built drawings of the work on
the “river”.

Attachment: Color Coded Aerial Photo indicating project categories.

TEP concluded that application is completed based on further discussion of project activities and
review of 2008, 2011, 2013 and 2015 photos.

Motion carried.
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Water Management:
®  Carlier stated that Larson is not present at the board meeting as he is at a training today.

Forestry:

* Kelash and Blake attended the ECRL meeting yesterday to talk about our forestry survey.
© Kelash asked for board approval giving Catlier authorization to sign the contract with SCRA for
grant funds to help pay for the sutvey, in the amount of $20,000.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve Carlier signing the contract with SCRA for the
forestry survey.
Motion approved
® Completed 3 more plans.

Forestry Association:

* Thomson attended the meeting. Discussion on Golden Winged Warbler. Also talked about meetings with
Governor Dayton and capacity funding. More information on those meetings to come. Meetings will be in
September.

East Central Regional Landscape:

¢ Telker talked about Kelash’s presentation for the survey, and grants the group has for projects. They have a

“landscape stewardship plan for the Kettle River Watershed and will now be starting on one for the Snake.
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TSAIII

® Meeting will be at the end of the month.

Snake River Citizen Advisory Committee

®  Odegard is not present to give report.

Legislative:

e Nothing new.

Policy/Personnel/Budget

® No meeting,

Trees:

* Catlier stated the profit from the tree program this year was $6,487.00. This number includes all expenses and
staff time. This is close to $1,000 over the 2016 profit amount.

Drill

® The drill has been very busy.

* Thomson asked the board to think about ways to spend the test of the money in the grant. If anyone has any
ideas, please let Catlier or Thomson know.

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:
Carlier stated NRCS staff wasn’t able to be present today.

FLOOD GRANT UPDATE:
Carlier stated we are still waiting for the rest of our funding from BWSR.

CROSS LAKE PROJECT UPDATE:
There was a pre-bid meeting with TSA engineers. We expect construction to start June or July.

ISLAND LAKE PROJECT:
Carlier stated she has an invoice in the amount of $5,307.61 from the engineers for the design, and would like the
board to approve payment, with funds coming from the 2017 Capacity Funds.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Waldhalm to approve paying $5,307.61 for the Island Lake Outlet design from the
2017 Capacity Funds.

Motion carried.
Catlier will be attending the Windemere Township meeting tonight to present the township with a copy of the
design from S.E.H.

STATE COST SHARE & CLEAN WATER GRANTS:
Nothing this month.

DISTRICT OFFICE MOVE:
Catlier stated the staff along with Swaim and Telker toured the John Wright building on the 15%. There is a lot of
space available in the building. Carlier then took the group down to the USDA building to look at the south side
of that building. Everyone liked the John Wright building more, due to space availability.
Later that weck, Carlier and Swaim met with Minke and LeBrun. We agreed to be out of the 1602 building by
September 8. Carlier also stated she will do front page articles about the move on the newsletter, and put ads in
the local paper, as well as our website.
The County will put new flooring in the JW building, they will increase the amount of lighting. They will set up
desks for us. The only downfall is we will move ourselves. Carlier will bring in a truck and trailer to use for the
move. IT will move all electronics (computers/phones/etc).
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve moving the district office to the John Wright Building in
September 2017.

Motion carried



NWITF DONATION:

Carlier stated she was approached by the local turkey federation chapter about donating some equipment to the
district. The thought is that we would house the equipment, and handle renting it out to landowners to use on
their properties for food plots. The equipment includes 2 drags, a spreader and a disc. There is not seeder or
plotmaster.

Carlier also has a meeting with the local Pheasants Forever chapter tomorrow to discuss a PF/Farmbill biologist
position. This chapter owns a plotmaster. Carlier will ask about them donating that to the district to put with the
turkey federation equipment — making it more of a package. There are ideas on how to set up the rental program
including discounts to wildlife group members.

Discussion continued from the board on this. Concetns that came up are tillage (vs the no-till program we have
going now), and competition from local rental companies that own plotmasters, as well as a trailer to haul
equipment on and a small shed to store it in.

Catlier will talk with all of the groups, find out what each group would be willing to do, and we will have a bigger
discussion at the fall retreat.

2017 AREA III DUES:

Carlier stated the 2017 Area III Dues are due in the amount of $225.00.

Motion by Swaim, seconded by Telker to approve paying 2017 Area III dues in the amount of $225.00
Motion carried.

MISC ITEMS:
e Waldhalm asked to receive a copy of the Hinckley Weber Avenue file.

* Waldhalm also asked about the district creating a policy regarding who notifies the county/state about a
Certificate of Satisfaction for wetland replacement orders. Carlier will talk with the county attorney and have
the policy committee discuss it.

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
The next district board meeting will be held on Thursday, July 6% at 9:00 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 10:07 am

Respecttully submitted,
Doug Odegard, Sectetary é_)‘-_C"J_n e




