
 

 

Pine SWCD Board Minutes; August 2022 

 

 

 

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting 

on Wednesday, August 10th, 2022. 

CALL TO ORDER: Telker called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

 

Present via electronic means were: No attendees via electronic means 

 

Board members present in person were: Jerry Telker, Jack Frechette, Kelly Henry, Dan Benzie 

 

Board members absent: Doug Odegard 

 

Others present were: Paul Swanson, District Manager; Grace Guyette, Ag Technician; Valentin Elsaessar, 

Seasonal Forester; Kris Oja, PF Wildlife Biologist; Zach Van Orsdel, Water Resource Technician;            

Jason Rehn, NRCS; Erin Loffler, BWSR  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment    
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Telker noted the one addition to the agenda. 

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Frechette to approve the agenda with new addition. Motion carried 

unanimously 

 

JULY MINUTES: 

Henry noted one grammatical error to be edited 

Motion by Frechette, seconded by Benzie to approve minutes with the noted edit. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

  

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Swanson noted that a few of the line items needed to be updated. Benzie noted a line item needed to be 

split into two. The final numbers are accurate, but Swanson noted he will work with the CPA to make 

sure funds are allocated properly in the line items.  

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Henry to approve July financials. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS: 

Swanson noted that because of the following Supervisor Field Day, staff would not be going through their 

reports. Rather, supervisors can ask questions for clarification if they had any questions on the reports in 

that were found in the board packs. 

 

Oja gave his report since his was not in the board back. He gave a brief review of RIM visits and trainings 

he attended.  

     

 

DC REPORT: Rehn discussed his report. Discussed a few details on EQIP and some of the other 

programs. He mentioned the team area being understaffed and him helping in other areas.  

Loffler asked what kind of EQIP applications are being submitted. Rehn said their top three are generally, 

grazing, nutrient management, and wildlife applications 

 



 

 

 

Wetland Restoration Project Update 

Swanson noted that the first of the funded wetland restoration projects should be starting this week.  

 

LSC Non-Structural Ag BMP Policy 

Guyette reviewed the policy she drafted for the board to consider for adoption. The policy needs to be 

adopted in order to be able to utilize funds for non-structural ag funds available through the Lower St. 

Croix partnership. This policy only covers the area of the county that falls within the Lower St. Croix 

Watershed.  

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Frechette to adopt the non-structural ag BMP policy for the Lower St. 

Croix Watershed. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Cover Crop Cost-Share Project 

With the policy now adopted, Guyette presented a cover-crop cost share project to the board. This farmer 

will utilize the $10,000 available to the district through the Lower St. Croix partnership. The farmer will 

plant cover crops over a three year period, with payment occurring in full after confirmation of successful 

planting in year one. Site checks will be done in year two and three to ensure planting occurs.  

Motion by Frechette, seconded by Henry to approve the covercrop cost-share contract for $10,000 using 

funds from the Lower St. Croix Watershed Partnership. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Demonstration Planting Around 1610 Building 

Swanson discussed the idea of doing a native demonstration garden around the office building to help 

landowners see the benefits of native plants, what they look like, and to increase pollinator habitat. He 

said he attended a county facilities meeting and was given county approval for the project. The county 

even mentioned the opportunity to partner with them on a pollinator garden at the county courthouse in 

the near future. Swanson is requesting to use up to $1,000 of district funds for plants and related materials 

for this project.  

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Frechette to allow district staff to use up to $1,000 of district funds to 

install a native demonstration planting around the office building. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

MAWQP 

Swanson and Guyette noted a few highlights in the MAWQP update that Ryan Clark sent out.  

 

Last Minute Updates 

 

Van Orsdel quick mentioned that the Snake Watershed Management Plan is out for 60-Day review with 

public hearings scheduled to be in September.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME: 

 

Motion by Benzie, Seconded by Frechette to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Benzie, Secretary______________________________________ 


