
Eastern White Pine 
Scientific name: Pinus strobus 

 

Eastern White Pine is a native tree to Pine County. It is considered a conifer which 

means it has needles. It keeps its needles all year. It tolerates shade and is considered 

the most tolerant pine. 

Characteristics: 

• Needles – They are 3 to 5 inches long and grow in clumps of 5. They are very soft 

and flexible, are bluish-green and can stay on the tree for 2 years. 

• Flower - Both male and female flowers grow on the same tree, making it a 

monoecious tree. 

• Cones – They are usually 4 to 8 inches long with 5 inches being average, slightly 

curved and can have resin-coated scales. These cones are the most flexible within 

the pine family. 

• Bark – It is a light gray to greenish-gray, thin, smooth when young, turning darker 

gray and rougher with age. It can get to 1.5 inches thick. 

Habitat: 

• Growth Rate – It grows rapidly, one of the fastest growing pines. 

• Age – up to 300+ years. 

• Height – 80 to 100 feet. (considered the tallest conifer in Minnesota) 

• Roots – one taproot with 3 to 5 large roots spread outward for sturdiness. 

Soils: 

• Prefers loam, silt loam, and loamy sand soils. 

• It prefers a well-drained site along with moist soil. 

Weaknesses: 

• Pine sawfly and pine weevil are insects that harm it. 

• White pine blister rust and tip blight are diseases that it can get. 

• It is intolerant to salt spray. 

Uses: 

• Wildlife like birds use it for nets and perching. 

• It is also used for pulpwood, sawlogs, veneer, and poles. 

 

 



Pictures of Eastern White Pine 

      

         

 


