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2017 Annual Meeting - Forest Health and Management Workshop

Pine Soil and Water will be hosting a
workshop to talk about forest health
and management issues in Pine
County.

Topics covered will be:

Linking Forestry to Water Quality;
Forest Health (including oak wilt,
emerald ash borer, white pine blister

rust); woodland stewardship plans;
SFIA; Managed 2C; buckthom; and
MN DNR Cost Share. There will be
a question and answer session at the
end as well.

The goals of the workshop are for

landowners to leamn how to:

1. Link forestry to water quality

2. Implement sound forest manage-
ment practices to benefit a variety
of natural resources

3. Prevent the spread or establish-
ment of invasive species to new
areas

4. Control the spread of invasive
species where they are found.
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People you should know

The Pine SWCD Newsletter is published by the Pine Soil & Water Conservation
District, 1602 Hwy 23 N, Sandstone, MN 55072.
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Protecting Land... for Water’s Sake

by Andrea Brandon, The Nature Conservancy

The Kettle and Snake rivers and surrounding lands in Pine County are an irreplaceable part of the lives, health, culture, and economy of our communities, The health of
the Kettle and Snake rivers is a reflection of the land use in the area, and of land that drains to them, or their watersheds. Studies show that as the intensity of human
land use rises, water quality goes down and habitat is degraded due primarily to polluted runoff.

In landscapes with abundant natural areas; trees, shrubs, and tall grasses protect water quality by transporting water into the ground, and working with the soil to natu-
rally filter and break down pollutants. When native vegetation is replaced by human land uses like row crops, parking lots, homes with suburban lawns, and strip malls,
vegetation can no longer provide cleaning and filtering services. Additionally, with development comes an increase in hard surfaces (rooftops, roads, parking lots, etc.)
that prevent water from soaking into the ground causing an increase in the amount and speed of storm water that goes downstream therefore leading to erosion and
flooding on properties downstream. This increased volume of water carries with it a suite of pollutants, including phosphorus, sedi toxic inants, pathogens,
and debris.

As our communities grow, it’s important to make sure that we retain the abundant and clean natural resources that make it such a great place to live. One

option available to limit development and permanently protect natural lands is conservation easements. Conservation easements serve as an agreement between
landowners and a qualified conservation organization or government agency by which landowners voluntarily limit certain uses of their land in order to protect impor-
tant resources, like the waters of the Snake and Kettle Rivers. Conservation easement use has allowed landowners and conservation entities to successfully protect mil-
lions of acres of wildlife habitat and open space, and hundreds of miles of rivers.

Conservation easements can help maintain the health and character of lands and waters in the Kettle and Snake river watersheds with significant benefits for the
landowner and the community. If you are interested in learning more about how you can protect the natural heritage of your land now and for future generations, please
contact Andrea Brandon, Conservation Coordinator with The Nature Conservancy (612-331-0759, abrandon@tnc.org).
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Buffer Legislation

by Kris Larson, District Technician, 320-216-4242

In June of 2015, Governor Dayton signed into law a
new buffer initiative (Sec. 72. Minnesota Statutes
2014, section 103B.101) aimed at enhancing the pro-
tection of Minnesota’s waters. The buffer initiative
will help protect the state’s water resources from
erosion and runoff pollution by establishing approxi-
mately 110,000 acres of vegetated buffer along
walerways while providing technical support to
landowners for installation and maintenance.

‘What is a buffer?

A buffer, also known as a riparian filter strip, is vege-
tated land adjacent to a stream, river, lake or wetland.
Buffers help filter out phosphorus, nitrogen, and
sediment, and are an important conservation practice
for helping keep water clean.

Why buffers?

Studies by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
show that buffers are critical to protecting and restor-
ing water quality, natural stream functions and
aquatic habitat due to their immediate proximity to
the water.

‘What is required?

Under the law, buffer widths will be:

* Anaverage of 50 ft, minimum of 30 ft, on public
walers

* A minimum of 16.5 ft on public drainage systems

* Bulffer recommendations for other waters will be
determined by soil and water conservation districts
(SWCDs)

How will I know if buffers are required?

The Department of Natural Resources has mapped all
walters subject to the new requirements.

The buffer protection map is available to the public
on the DNR website

hitp://dnr.state. mn.us/buffers/index. himl

How will the program work?

The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
will oversee the new law and are still in the process
of developing program details. Landowners may in-
stall buffers on their own at any time and can use the
buffer protection map to check if they are in compli-
ance. The local SWCD will provide technical assis-
tance for the program. Landowners also have the
option of working with their SWCD to determine if
other alternative practices aimed at protecting water
quality can be used.

Is there financial assistance available?

Yes. The 2015 Buffer Law relies on long-standing
federal, state, and local programs to provide financial
and technical support to landowners to implement
buffers or altemative water quality practices.
Landowners may use federal Farm Bill resources,
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such as the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program to
get buffers installed. State resources include
programs such as the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM)
casement program, Conservation Cost-Share, and the
Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification
Program.

‘What's the timeline?

The new law specifies:

* November 1, 2017: Buffers in place on all public
waters

* November 1, 2018: Buffers in place on all public
drainage systems

Who is responsible for enforcement?

Local counties, BWSR or watershed districts will be
the first point of contact when noncompliance is
identified. If a landowner fails to install buffers on
identified waters, penalties may include a $500 fine.

Where do I go for more information?

Contact your local SWCD for more information on
buffers and local requirements. For more information
like this on the new buffer law, please visit:
www.bwsr.state. mn.us/buffers/.

Saving a Place to Dance
by Jodie Provost, DNR Certified Wildlife Biologist

Pine County and other counties in east-central
Minnesota, were once home to large, healthy sharp-
tailed grouse populations wherever extensive neigh-
borhoods of open habitat occurred. Dancing
grounds, or leks, for these unique, native birds to
display on and attract mates, were present in pas-
tures, hay lands and open fields. The surrounding
mosaic of small grain fields, wetlands like sedge
meadows and open bogs, savannas, and other
natural open, grassy and brushy habitats provided
nesting and brood rearing cover.

Sadly, only a few active “sharptail” leks remain in
Pine County. In the past ten years alone, a nearly
40% decline in leks has been documented. This
decline is predominantly habitat driven. The Great
Hinckley Fire of 1894 created much suitable habitat
for sharptail. Their nickname is “Fire Bird"

because they respond so positively to newly burned
habitats. Over the decades, open habitats have
grown to forest, been fragmented by tree planta-
tions and rows, converted to intensive row crops, or
developed with homes and roads, having a slow,
steady cumulative impact.

In addition to sharptail, many other open and brush-
land dependent critters are impacted by these habi-
tat changes.

What can landowners do to save a place to dance
for sharptail; to keep them part of Pine County’s
heritage, and hunting and viewing recreation?
Habitat is the key. We can maintain and enhance
what we have through mowing, shearing, timber
harvest, hand cutting and prescribed fire. Habitats
can be restored by re-establishing native, perennial

grasses and forbs. Remove excess woody cover
and don’t plant trees in open habitats, especially
near leks. Use grazing methods that allow rest
periods and several inches of cover, delay haying,
plant cover crops, limit use of chemicals, prevent
and control invasive plants, and encourage your
neighbors to do the same.

For more information about habitat assistance to
benefit sharptail, contact Jodie Provost, DNR
Private Land Specialist out of Aitkin
(218-429-3052, jodie.provost@state.mn.us). To get
involved in restoration and management of sharp-
tails across Minnesota, contact the Minnesota
Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (www.sharptails.org).
Their 2017 Spring Fling for members and enthusi-
asts will be held at St. Croix State Park the last
weekend of April!



Pine County
-

Soil & Water

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

PAGE FOUR

I6CE Hen 2N banoawne KN BSCTD

2017 TREE ORDER FORM

ORDER #

vales s e s s 12

153 RES LB LB EE

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Trees must be ordered in full
bundles. Trees must be picked
up ar designated time and
location. Deadline to cancel an
order is March 1st. Any order
cancelled after that date will
forfeit half of the cost.

Trces are Perishable! Please
collect your order promptly.
Because of their perishable
nature, the SWCD is not
responsible for the condition
of the trees/shrubs after pick-
up. Trees/shrubs offered are
conservation-grade, bare-root
stock. The SWCD does not
guarantec survival and/or
replacement of trees. Size is
subject to change without
notice.

ORDER TOTAL
PAYMENT AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Deadline for
ordering is
April 21st

NO PARTIAL
PAYMENTS

Orders must be paid in full
at time of placing order.

Make checks
payable to:
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Our office is now open Mondeay - I rida
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Do You Have a Project That Will be Constructed in a Wetland?
by Robin Poppe, Wetland Specialist, 320-216-4243

Wetlands are a key component of a healthy ecosysiem
and are a valuable resource to the local community.
The eight different wetland types each have specific
characteristics and can offer different benefits. Also
the location of the wetland may increase the benefit.
Not developing wetlands located in flood prone areas
will help alleviate flooding because wetlands absorb
the excess water from storm events and slow the
surplus water runoff. Some of the other benefits
wetlands provide include:
* Ground water recharge of aquifers
* Improved water quality by filtering sediments,
nutrients, and other pollutants out of water before
it enters streams, rivers and lakes
» Commercial uses such as produce production of
wild rice and cranberry
* Wetlands provide areas for public recreation and
educational opportunities for students
= Wildlife habitat for multiply species of plants,
fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds and mammals

Wetlands not only have different functions and bene-
fits but can look different from one another as well.
When most people think of wetlands, they imagine
marshy areas containing cattails and ducks. But there

are other wetlands that look quite different, some may
not even have surface water. Not all wetlands are
readily identifiable, so the following suggestions are
for anyone who has a project that might impact a
wetland:

* Early in the planning process contact the Pine Soil
and Water Conservation District. The SWCD can
give you appropriate guidance.

* Projects impacting wetlands close to lakes and
rivers may also need to be reviewed by the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and
the Army Corps of Engineers.

* Determine if the land you want to alter is a
wetland, the Pine Soil and Water Conservation
District can help you make this determination or
direct you to appropriate authorities.

Before purchasing property for development,

consider the existence of wetlands and weigh the

environmental impact and financial cost of dis

turbing wetland areas against the projects

benefits.

* Thoroughly consider and document alternatives to
avoid wetland impacts.

* It you proceed with the project, determine where
the wetlands are located on the property and de

sign your project avoiding wetlands or if that is
not feasible impacting the least amount of wet
land possible.

* Submit a Minnesota Local/State/Federal
Application forms for Water/Wetland Projects.
This form is available from the Pine SWCD or
from the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil
resources website at: www.bwsr.state.mn.us

In most cases, projects that drain, fill or excavate
wetlands require authorization or a permit under
local, state or federal regulations. Projects that
exceed exemptions will need to show efforts to avoid
wetland impact and be required to replace the
wetland impacted by the project.

Contact the Pine SWCD at 320-216-4243 for
assistance.

Pine County Horticulture Day March 25th

‘Whether you are new to gardening or have been
gardening all of your life, there will be something for
everyone at the 15th Annual Pine County Master
Gardener Horticulture Day on Saturday, March
25. The day begins with registration, coffee and ex-
hibits at 8 a.m. and runs to 2 p.m. at the Pine City
High School.

“Low Maintenance and Bee Friendly Lawns” will be
the keynote presentation by Sam Bauer, University of
Minnesota Extension Educator and Turf Specialist.
There will be two rounds of breakout sessions on the
following topics.

* “Taking Your Vegetable Gardening Skills to a New
Level” by Steve Poppe, University of Minnesota
Horticulture Scientist at the West Central Research
and Outreach Center at Morris, MN

* “Growing Strawberries in Minnesota” by Steve
Poppe

* “Daylilies: The Perfect Perennial” by Jackie
Froemming, University of Minnesota Associate
Extension Educator

* “Gardening Lessons I Learned the Hard Way™ by
Jackie Froemming

* “Permaculture Ecological Design” by Matt Frank,
Founder and Editorial Director of “From the Ground
Up North”

* “Native Bees: Their Diversity, Biology, Habitat,
Needs and How to Help” by Pam Herou, Xerces
Society.

The registration fee includes the educational sessions,
morning refreshments, lunch, handouts, door prizes
and time to visit with exhibitors featuring garden
items, plants and bulbs. Bring your gardening
questions for the “Ask a Master Gardener” table and

visit with experienced Pine County Master
Gardeners.

Register by March 21st to save money and to be en-
tered into a Grand Prize Drawing, Print a Horticul-
ture Day Registration form from the Pine County
Extension office home page at
www.extension.umn.edu/county/pine and click
onto “Pine County Horticulture Day”. Or request
a form by calling 1-800-657-3813 Ext. #4 or call
1-320-591-1651. Forms are also available from the
Extension office at the Pine County Courthouse at
635 Northridge Dr. in Pine City, and at

the Flower Box in Pine City; Beaver

Meadows Garden Center south of

Hinckley; LaFinca Deli and Market in

Sandstone and Village Floral in

Grantsburg, Wisconsin.
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DNR Cost-share Available for Private Woodland

Owners in Minnesota

by Joe Kelash, District Forester, 320-216-4245

If you own forested land in rural areas of Pine
County, it is likely you manage your property in
a way that improves, promotes, and/or enhances
one or more of the following resources:

* Recreational opportunities

Wildlife habitat

Timber production

Hunting, trapping, and fishing opportunities
Wildlife viewing

Sightseeing

Camping

Hiking

Canocing and kayaking

Snowshoeing

Skiing

Snowmobiling

ATV use

Timber stand improvement

* Maple syrup production

* Woodworking

.

As of August 25th, 2016, funds from the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources, Divi-
sion of Forestry, have become available to
private landowners in Minnesota who are inter-
ested in completing forest management projects
or practices on their property that benefit a vari-
ety of natural resources.

What is Cost-share?

Minnesota DNR cost-share is financial assis-
tance from the Minnesota DNR to individual pri-
vate landowners for completing natural resource
management projects promoting good forest
stewardship on their property. Projects can be
based on the landowner’s objectives or goals for
the property.

Our office s now open Monduy = I riday. S-00am - 4.30pm

What tvpes of projects are eligible for cost-

share?
There are a number of land management activi-
ties eligible for MN DNR cost-share assistance
during the current fiscal year, including, but not
limited to:
* Reforestation, tree planting
o Establishing forests in non-forested
areas
o Promoting tree biodiversity
» Timber stand improvement
0 Pre-commercial thinning of trees to
benefit trees reserved
o Pruning lower branches to improve
timber quality
o Releasing desirable trees species by
removing unwanted competing
vegetation
+ Wildlife habitat improvement
0 Plant mast-producing trees or plants
to increase food supply and diversity
to wildlife
o Establishing native prairie plant
species beneficial to wildlife
* Forest health and protection
o Removing invasive species such as
buckthom to improve forest health
o Protecting trees from wildlife browse
with bud caps, fences, tree tubes, etc.
o Oak wilt control
« Forest recreation
o Establishing or improving recreational
trails
o Improving aesthetic quality of the
woodland

Stop i to see is
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* Woodland stewardship plans
0 A $300 incentive payment is available
to landowners obtaining a new or
updated woodland stewardship plan
written by a DNR approved plan
writer
* Soil and water protection
o Logging road or skid trail
rehabilitation to reduce erosion
o Grass cover to reduce erosion
0 Stream bank stabilization to reduce
erosion

Who s eligible?
Each woodland owner in Minnesota can receive

up to $10,000 per year for forest management
activities. These projects can be done by the
landowner or the landowner can hire a contrac-
tor. Landowners are paid after the project work
is inspected. There is no minimum acreage and
a woodland stewardship plan is not required.
Eligible activities must be approved by a DNR
Cooperative Forest Management (CFM) forester.
Pastured lands, grazed lands, and yard landscap-
ing projects are not eligible for this cost share
support.

Where do [ start?

In Pine County, the CFM forester is Jeff Wilder.
To start the application process, Jeff Wilder can
be contacted at jeff wilder@state.mn.us or
651-539-3315,
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Pine SWCD Flood Grant Project Construction Completed
Shortly after the 2012 flood, Pine SWCD applied for and received a BWSR Flood Relief Grant to assist with bank stabilization on 6 properties along Cathedral Pines
Drive. This is where the Moose Horn River flows into the Kettle River. The federal buy-out process then changed the dymanics from 6 private landowners to 2, and

now includes the City of Sturgeon Lake who owns the other 4 properties. Pine SWCD also applied for and received a grant through the DNR to assist with costs of the
project.

After funding was secured, the engineers monitored, surveyed, and studied the rivers; and then started in on the design. This project was designed by Technical Service
Area 3 (TSA3) Engincers. This isa group of engineers and engineering technicians that only work for soil and water conservation districts, on SWCD projects.

An earthen berm was built to divert the water out of the riverbed, into the flood plain. Toe-wood construction was used in the design meaning entire trees (trunk,
branches, leaves, and roots) were used in the construction. Channels were dug into the riverbed, and shaping and sloping was done on the inside bank of the river to try
to shift the flow of water to the inside of the bank, rather than the outside,

Due to the time of year the construction was completed, trees and shrubs will be planted throughout the bank in the spring.

Below are before and after pictures of the site.

Pine SWCD has a 12’ Great Plains
No-Till Drilll for rent Pine SWCD has fund available

$14/acre to help you seal your unused well!
The schedule fills up quickly. Stop in or 2
: call now Call us or stop in for more v
= to:reserve i information!
.J 1| 1602 Hwy 23 North, Sandstone 1602 Hwy 23 North, Sandstone
Yy 320-216-4240 i 320-216-4242




