
Jack Pine 
Scientific name: Pinus banksiana 

 

Jack Pine is a native tree to Pine County. It is considered a conifer which means it has 

needles. It also keeps its needles all year. It does not like shade and requires full sun. 

Characteristics: 

• Needles – They grow in groups of two, are 1 to 2 inches long, the pair forks out like 

rabbit ears. They are yellowish green in color and persist 2 to 3 years on the tree. 

• Flower - Both male and female flowers grow on the same tree, making it a 

monoecious tree. 

• Cones – They are 1 to 2 inches in length with the tips curving inward towards the 

tip of the stem. These cones require heat, 140 degrees will open the cone. Some 

cones can stay on the tree for 10 to 25 years. 

• Bark – Dark gray to brown and scaly. 

Habitat: 

• Growth Rate – Grows fast at first, then moderately, then slow. 

• Age – up to 100 years. 

• Height – 20 to 30 feet. 

• Roots – Has a taproot, wide spreading smaller roots and goes moderately deep. 

Soils: 

• The best soil is loamy sands but will grow on coarse sands and gravels. 

• The drainage preferred is well-drained. 

• The moisture level preferred is moist but will tolerate dry conditions. 

Weaknesses: 

• Jack pine budworm and jack pine sawfly are some insects that affect it. 

• Needle rust and needle blight are diseases that it can get. 

• It is tolerant to salt spray. 

Uses: 

• It is great for wildlife cover and is used typically to make pulpwood and sawlogs. 
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