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Pine County

|— Soil & Water

CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2020

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting on
Wednesday, January 8, 2020.

Members Present: Others Present:

Jerry Telker Jill Carlier, District Manager

Skip Thomson Paul Swanson, District Forester
Tom Swaim Katie Petzel, District Technician
Doug Odegard Megan Brown, PF Farmbill Biologist
J] Waldhalm — via teleconference * Julie Salmon, NRCS DC

Matt Ludwig, County Commissioner
Members Absent: None

CALL TO ORDER: Carlier called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.
PUBLIC COMMENT: none

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Catlier called for nominations of chairman.

Motion by Telker, seconded by Odegard to leave officers as they were last year.
Motion carried.

REVIEW COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Waldhalm to approve keeping the committee assignments the same as in 2019.
Motion carried.
Snake River Watershed: J] Waldhalm, alternate Tom Swaim
TSA III: Tom Swaim, alternate Skip Thomson
MN Forestry: Jerry Telker, alternate J] Waldhalm
Personnel: Skip Thomson, Doug Odegard
East Central Forest Landscape: Tom Swaim, alternate Jerry Telker
Policy Committee: Tom Swaim, Jerry Telker
Budget Committee: Jerry Telker, J] Waldhalm
IWIP LSC: Doug Odegard, alt Skip Thomson
1WI1P Nemadji: Jerry Telker, alt Skip Thomson
IWI1P Snake River: ]] Waldhalm, alt Skip Thomson

DESIGNATE DEPOSITORIES:
Carlier stated we current use Woodlands National Bank, and Northview Bank as our financial institutions, and
recommends keeping them the same.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Telker to approve Woodlands National Bank and Northview Bank as the district
depositories.

Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swiam to approve the agenda with additions.
Motion carried

DECEMBER MINUTES:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Telker to approve the December minutes with changes.
Motion carried

DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS:
Motion by Telker seconded by Odegard to approve the December financials and payment of bills including a
$30,000 transfer.

Motion carried



STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:
Water Management:
e LSC 1W1P — attended meeting discussing implementation table. Should have the final draft plan in
March.
Nemadji 1W1P - set priorities today.
Snake 1W1P — still in steering phase.
Nemadji WRAPS are starting. Sampling in 2 locations.
Kettle River WRAPS are underway.
Closed out MPCA Civic Engagement grant.
In February, Petzel and Leiah Hart (Pine County Planning and Zoning) will be speaking to a Hinckley-
Finlayson 7t grade class about wetlands.
Forestry:
®  Was part of Area 3 Tech Training Team conference call.
® Swanson and Petzel met with NRCS to talk about JAA, and how to move forward with it. NRCS is very
willing to help us move forward with it.
® Tree orders are coming in very nicely
e Wil be out on sick leave for a few days.
Wildlife:
¢ Brown has been to many trainings over the last month.
¢ Attended JAA meeting with Swanson, Petzel and NRCS staff.
e  Will be doing some job shadowing with other PF Biologists.
¢ Has had lots of contacts with landowners after article in Pine City paper was out.
Fortestry Association: Meeting is next week.
East Central Regional Landscape: There was a planning committee meeting,
TSA III: No meeting.
Snake River Citizen Advisory Committee: No meeting in December.
1W1P-LSC: Odegard stated the policy meeting will be on January 27t,
1W1P-Nemadji: no meeting,
1W1P-Snake — First policy committee will be January 27.
Policy/Budget/Trees/ Newsletter/Drill: Nothing this month

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:
Reviewed the Civil Rights checklist. Finishing a grassland CSP contract. Jason Rehn is still on detail. Quite a few
applications that will have tree plantings and pollinators where district staff can start working on JAA practices.

2020 BUDGET:

Carlier stated she has updated the draft 2020 budget, once she was notified of our allocation, and added in the new
staff plan. The budget is ready for approval.

Motion by Odegard, seconed by Telker to approve the 2020 Budget as presented.

Motion carried

LEVY AUTHORITY DISCUSSIONS:
Carlier stated that in December, Carlier, Thomson met with Brad Matlack and Rush Kurhajetz from Carlton
SWCD, along with Senator Jason Rarick and Rep. Nathan Nelson. We talked about levy authority for SWCD’s
and the need for stable funding, that is controlled by SWCD’s. Senator Rarick will write a few bills on our behalf:
1. State-wide levy authority for SWCD’s
2. Pilot project — Pine and Carlton SWCD’s have levy authority.
3. Line item levy — we send out budget to the county, and they would have a line on the tax statement with
our levy. The county would levy on our behalf.
Carlier stated the board should motion to approve supporting Senator Rarick’s 3 bills on levy authority.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Swaim to approve supporting Senator Rarick’s 3 levy authority bills.
Motion carried.



Catlier also asked the board for permission to spend staff-time on this legislative effort, which could include going

to the capitol to talk with legislators.

Motion by Swaim, seconded by Odegard to approve Carlier spending staff time on the legislative funding effort.
Motion carried

STATE COST SHARE & CLEAN WATER GRANTS:
No projects needing approval this month.

CLEAN WATER GRANT APPICAITON STATUS:
Catlier was hoping to have news on the grant applications we submitted. No news at this time.

MASWCD DUES:
Carlier presented an invoice for 2020 dues to MASWCD in the amount of $3,836.59.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Odegard to approve not paying dues in 2020.

Motion carried

2019 AUDIT LETTER

Catlier presented an audit letter from Michael Peterson’s office. The 2019 audit will cost $2,750.

Motion by Telker, seconded by Odegard to approve the audit letter from Michael Peterson’s office.
Motion carried

1W1P LSC IMPLEMENTATION TABLE:

Petzel discussed the implementation table for the Lower St. Croix 1W1P.

Motion by Odegard, seconded by Telker to support the LSC TW1P Implementation Table.
Motion carried

SNAKE RIVER 1W1P MOA:

Carlier presented the Memo of Agreement for the Snake River 1W1P, working with Kanabec, Mille Lacs and
Aitkin counties and SWCD’s.

Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve the Snake River 1W1P MOA.

Motion carried,
MISC ITEMS:
e AWQCP

e 2017 Capacity Grant Final Financial — Carlier stated the grant is completed, and funds were returned due
to the forestry agreement with the county.

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
The next district board meeting will be held on Wednesday, January-8;—February 12, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting adjourned at 2:56pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Odegard, Sectetary é_té-__-:;——\\

* Supervisor Waldbalm is participating in the board meeting from Applebee’s, Cll Comercio, Hatillo 06569 Puerto Rico





