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The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting on
Wednesday, July 8, 2020.

CALL TO ORDER: Thomson called the meeting to order at 2:04 pm.

Chairman Thomson stated the Governor of the State of Minnesota has issued Executive Order 20-01 declaring a
Peacetime Emergency and Coordinating Minnesota’s Strategy to Protect Minnesotans from COVID-19. On
March 24, 2020, the Pine County Board of Commissioners declared a local emergency for Pine County.

Based on these conditions, the Chair of Pine SWCD has determined that requirements of the MN Statute 13D.021, Subd
(1) have been met and it is not practical or prudent for all members of the SWCD board to meet in person. Members of
the SWCD board may join remotely.

The public was invited to join the meeting remotely by phone, or Zoom.

Present via electronic means were Supervisor J] Waldhalm, County Commissioner Matt Ludwig, and BWSR BC
Erin Loeffler.

Board members present in person were: Skip Thomson, Doug Odegard, Gerald Weis, and Jerry Telker.

Others present were Jill Carlier, District Manager, Paul Swanson, District Forester; Twyla Hill, District Technician
Megan Brown, PF Biologist, and Julie Salmon, NRCS DC.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:
Supervisor Waldhalm stated he has bad muskrat/beaver problems and wondered who to contact.
Commissioner Ludwig stated the SWCD should get any expenses related to Covid to the County by
December 1st,

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Waldhalm, seconded by Odegard to approve the agenda with additions.
Motion carried

JUNE MINUTES:
Motion by Weis, seconded by Waldhalm to approve the June minutes.
Motion carried

JUNE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Weis to approve the June financial statements and payment of bills.

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:
Water Management:

® Carlier did 10 site visits to possible projects.
e Twyla Hill started on July 6®.
e Krugerud pre-construction meeting will be held on July 13th,
Forestry:
e Swanson is working with Brown on joint projects.
e Lots of fieldwork last month
e DNR Ob Wells
e Checked on trees in Askov from Arbor Day. Most look really good, only 2 look ‘not-so-good’
e Looked at dying pines in Birch Creek Township. Possible bark beetle problem.

e 1400 acres completed this year
© 200 acres in progress
© 6 people on waiting list
e  WCA —worked with the county on restoration orders



Wildlife:
e Worked with Swanson on possible projects.
e Did some buckthorn density estimates
® Has done a lot of trainings working towards conservation planner status
® Attended local workgroup meeting
e 1 foodplot equipment rental — seeded over 18 acres
e 3 EQIP apps were approved
e Wil be taking a week off in August to get married.
Forestry Association: No meeting until August.
East Central Regional Landscape: went through goals and objectives.
TSAIII: staff evaluations were done before the regular meeting. Personnel committee recommendations were
approved during the meeting.
Snake River Citizen Advisory Committee: No meeting
IWI1P-LSC: June 29% review draft plan again, had public hearing, there was no call-ins.
1W1P-Nemadji: nothing this month
1W1P-Snake: no meeting
Personnel: Hired Twyla Hill as new district technician
Budget/Policy/Trees/Newsletter/Drill: Nothing this month

NRCS DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:

Salmon was not present to give a repott.

NEMAD]JI 1W1P DRAFT PLAN PRESENTATION - Melanie Bomier
Melanie Bomier, Carlton SWCD presented the draft 1W1P for the Nemadji Watershed. The public hearing will
be in October, and hoping that the regional BWSR board will approve it in December, and then the full BWSR
board will approve after that, in time to receive implementation funds in 2021.
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Weis to allow Telker to approve moving the plan onto the next stage at the next
policy committee meeting in August.

Motion carried.

STATE COST SHARE & CLEAN WATER GRANTS:
Big Pine Lake Association Projects: The board has approved using $8,000 from 2020 Capacity funds to do small
shoreline projects on Big Pine Lake. We have 3 projects to approve:
aeger: Total project cost estimate is $4,289.68.  75% of $4,289.68 = $3,217.26.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Odegard to approve the Jaeger project from FY20 Capacity funds, at a
cost of $3,217.26.
Motion carried.
Gobely. Total project cost estimate is $4,126.92. 75% of $4,126.92 = $3,095.19.
Motion by Weis, seconded by Odegard to approve the Gobely project from FY20 Capacity funds at a cost
of $3,095.19
Motion carried
Nietz: Total project cost estimate $2,026.68. 75% of $2,026.68 = $1,520.01
Motion by Telker, seconded by Weis to approve the Neitz project form FY20 Capacity funds at a cost of
$1,520.01.
Motion carried.
Albrecht Project: Carlier discussed a possible problem with a 2-year old project on Sturgeon Lake. The Albrecht
project involved some rip rap, a set of stairs coming down the hill, and plants. Landowners called this spring to
ask us to come see it. Rip rap is moving, and has big holes behind it. The hillside seeding didn’t take at all. 'TSA3
will write up some recommendations. Carlier forwarded them to the landowners. The landowners are not happy.
Carlier suggests a meeting between the district and the landwoners, and asked BWSR to attend as well. The board
discussed the situation. Thomson and Odegard will meet with Carlier and the landowners. Loeffler from BWSR
will call into the meeting as well. Carlier will set it up and let everyone know when it is.
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Telker to approve doing a new cost share project at a rate of 75%/25%.
Motion carried




TRAINING REQUEST:

Carlier presented information on an on-line Human Resources training at a cost of $199.

Motion by Telker, seconded by Waldhalm to approve Catlier’s training request at a cost of $199.
Motion carried

CLEAN WATER GRANTS:

Carlier stated the RFP for clean water grants is open until August 17%. Carlier has been talking with Mary Jo
Youngbauer about the Rock Lake project that Youngbauer and Petzel applied for last year. There are several
pieces to this project. Carlier would like to apply for this one after she meets with Youngbauer to review it.

LSC 1W1P APPROVAL FOR BWSR:
Odegard is requesting the board approve him to vote in approval of the plan to forward to BWSR for final
approval.
Motion by Telker, seconded by Weis to approve Odegard to vote in approval of the plan to forward to BWSR for
final approval.

Motion carried

MISC ITEMS:
e AWQCP
e Lower St Croix Watershed Partners Update

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
The next district board meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 12, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 3:37pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Odegard, Secretary D\ Yo L —
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