Pine SWCD Board Minutes; June 2023

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting
on Wednesday, June 14™", 2023.
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Telker called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.

Present via electronic means were: Commissioner JJ Waldhalm, Pine County

Board members present in person were: Mike Cummins, Dan Benzie, Kelly Henry, Doug Odegard, Jerry
Telker

Others present were: Zach Van Orsdel, Water Resources, Josh Tank, Shared Forester; Jason Rehn, NRCS

PUBLIC COMMENT: Waldhalm mentioned he went on a TEP visit to the proposed solar farm site, and his
hope that the proposal moves forward. He mentioned estimates as to how much it could bring in to the
county.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Benzie to approve the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

APRIL MEETING MINUTES:
Motion by Benzie, seconded by Cummins to approve May minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF May FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENT OF BILLS
Motion by Benzie, seconded by Odegard to approve May financials, and the payment of bills. Motion
carried unanimously.

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:

Water Resources

Van Orsdel provided a look at his month. His has been busy catching up on things, and making sure
projects are still in motion. He described some of the things he had been working on.

Forestry
Nelson was not present for the meeting. A staff report was provided to the board showing her work for
May.

Tank

He provided an update on what he has been working on. He is still continuing training for his position,
has assisted in the writing of a couple plans, and has done a few site visits. He has started working at
Kanabec SWCD every Thursday, and is working on building up a forestry program there.

District Manager
Swanson was not present for the meeting. A staff report was provided to the board showing his work for
May.



Forestry Association Meeting

Benzie noted that in last month’s forestry meeting they discussed tubes and stakes for protecting trees.
What people have used, and what has and has not worked. He also mentioned that there was a
discussion with NRCS and how their role in forestry fits with in the state dynamic of forest resources.

LSC 1W1P

Odegard noted that there was a Policy meeting, but he missed it. He said notes from the meeting show
they reviewed the work the steering committee has been doing to keep things moving with
implementation.

DC REPORT: Rehn gave an update. He described his work on the EQIP applications as well as work on a
few other projects in May.

Pine SWCD Banner — Lakes

Discussion was had on the Lakes banner that was presented to the board. It was than asked to the board
if they would like to purchase similar banners themed for forests and agriculture as well.

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Henry to create and purchase a forest and an agriculture banner for the
district. Motion carried unanimously.

Cost-Share Project 2022-01

Van Orsdel provided an update on the project. After no response from the landowner, a certified letter
in the mail was sent. It was received, but the district has not had a response. The contract is due to
expire at the end of June. It was asked what the board would like to do. After some discussion, it was
decided to let the contract expire.

Area lll Meeting Summary

Telker and Cummins provided an update to the board on the Area Ill meeting which took place on June
9™, There was a presentation on forest genetics and collecting seed. They provided updates on
legislative efforts, and the results of that. MASWCD and BWSR gave an update on funding, what’s new,
and what that is going to look like. NRCS gave a presentation, and Troy Daniels talked about the large
funding increase they will see with the new Infrastructure Reduction Act from the federal government.
The resolutions passed by individual districts were presented to the Area and were voted upon.

Island Lake CWF

Van Orsdel presented the rain barrel invoice to the board. This invoice was from the county to pay for
rain barrels the district ordered. They were given to landowners on Island Lake as part of the Island Lake
Grant. The funds will be used as match towards the state grant. Benzie noted that a rain barrel was also
raffled off at the lake associations summer meeting.

Motion by Cummins, seconded by Benzie to approve payment of the Invoice to Pine County Solid Waste
of $2,899.20 using district funds. Motion carried unanimously.

It was suggested that we could raffle a rain barrel at the county fair.

MASWCD Leadership Training 2023-2024

The board was presented a letter from Swanson, the district manager, on his recommendations. The
recommendation is to send Van Orsdel to the leadership training, and encourages board members to
consider going as well.

Motion by Benzie, seconded by Henry to approve sending Van Orsdel to the MASWCD Leadership
Training 2023-2024, and approve the registration of $5,800. Motion carried unanimously.



Web Service Provider

Van Orsdel explained that Swanson has considered changing the host service for our website. A
company, Streamline, approached Swanson in May. A summary of services was provided to the board.
This purely informational at this point, and meant to start discussion. The board was interested in a
more comprehensive review of other possible providers.

MAWQP
The update for MAWQP was provided to the board.

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
Next board meeting is scheduled for July 12, at 3p.m.

Motion by Cummins, seconded by Benzie to adjourn the meeting. Telker adjourned the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 4:09 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Doug Odegard, Secretary




