
T U R F
G R A S S !

N A T U R A L  S H O R E L I N E  B U F F E R
A project that converts traditional turf

lawns to native vegetation. These
projects are simple plantings of flowers
and grasses that protect the shoreline

and filter nutrients. 

N A T I V E  P L A N T S  A R E  K E Y !

If you live on one of Pine County's beautiful lakes, you may
worry about shrinking shorelines, wave and ice action, or a
steep, eroding slope next to the water. By taking extra steps,
you can save and even restore these areas, doing your part to
keep the water clean for fishing, recreating, and lake life. Many
who live on lakes will remove natural vegetation and mow to
the water edge. But turf grass has a shallow root system which
cannot protect shorelines from the forces of wave and ice
action. Turf lawns also require fertilizers, pesticides, and
watering to maintain their lush appearance. Over time, these
have unintended consequences to the health of your lake.

Unlike turf grass, the deep
roots of native plants hold
soil in place. 
Native Plants: 

Before

After

W H A T  C A N  B E  D O N E  T O
R E S T O R E  S H O R E L I N E ?

W H Y  I S  M Y  S H O R E L I N E  W A S H I N G  A W A Y ?

P I N E  S W C D  C O S T  S H A R E  P R O G R A M

Require no watering or
fertilizer & can better
tolerate high water
conditions. Filter pollutants
from chemicals Provide
homes for aquatic &
terrestrial life!

Cost share rate: 75% when buffer is 10ft wide or 50% when buffer is less than 10ft
To be eligible and receive financial assistance for your lake shore, your project must:

Have a primary goal of restoring the shoreline to a natural state and reducing 

sediment, and phosphorus from entering the lake. 

Remain installed and maintained for 10 years. 

Be installed in accordance of approved SWCD plans and certified by a technician. 

Be approved by the SWCD Board of Supervisors prior to any construction.

Financial and technical assistance with the Pine SWCD is available to help you
design a planting for your property and to offset shoreline restoration costs.

1610 Hwy 23 North, Sandstone, MN 55072 PINESWCD.COM 320-216-4240



M A I N T E N A N C E

P L A N T I N G  M E T H O D S

D E S I G N  A N D  P L A N N I N G

P R O J E C T  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
Must use approved materials and follow the SWCD Design Plans & Specifications including:

For native plug planting: May - July 1st

For native seeding: May - June OR after November 1

After planting

Fully established

Vegetation Removed and Erosion
Control Blanket Installed 

1. Use a hand seeder to spread the seed evenly over lightly tilled soil.
2. If seeding by hand, mix with sand or sawdust to more evenly distribute.
3. Lightly rake after seeding to ensure good seed-to-soil contact.
4. Apply erosion blanket immediately and secure with bio-degradable stakes.
5. Provide at least 1” of water to planting each week.

Ensure 1" water weekly during the first growing season.
Remove weeds monthly as needed.

For seedings: During first growing season, when vegetation is 12-18" tall,
clip back to 6-8". 1-2 clippings may be needed. 

Erosion Control Blanket will dissolve after 1-2 growing seasons. 

1. Install erosion control blanket on the lightly tilled soil.
2. Spread 2” of mulch over the entire area.
3. Following your planting guide, cut small holes in the blanket every 1-2 ft and
use a small trough or planting auger to dig down 3-4 inches.
4. Place a plant into each hole and re-spread mulch to cover any open
areas.

Shoreline buffer must be:

A. Directly adjacent to a DNR designated public waterbody.
B. Minimum of 50 linear ft. or 50% of shoreline, whichever is less.
C. Minimum of 10 ft. width.

1 Schedule a site visit with your SWCD technician to approve planting location, 
measure & mark boundaries, and create a planting plan for your site conditions. 

2. If there will be significant excavation, call Gopher One (800-252-1166) to locate utilities.
3. Remove all existing sod and vegetation (see Site Prep Methods).

NATURAL SHORELINE PROJECT GUIDELINES

P R O J E C T C O S T S
On average, natural shoreline buffers cost varies by site.

Seed Mix: species & quantity. 
Plants: species, size and spacing. Must be native to MN. No cultivars allowed. 
Other Materials: Erosion Control Blanket must be 100% biodegradable, double sided blanket 
(NO polypropylene netting). 
Planting Dates: must be installed within the approved seeding/planting windows. 
Size: Wider buffers eligible for more cost-share funds. 

Any deviations or changes from the Design Plans & Specifications must be approved by a SWCD Technician
prior to installation in order to be eligible for reimbursement. 

Funding is paid as reimbursement once project has been completed and certified. 




