
Northern White Cedar 
Scientific name: Thuja occidentalis 

 

Northern White Cedar is a native tree to Pine County. It is considered a conifer which 

means it has needles. It also keeps its needles all year. It is considered a shade tolerant 

species. 

Characteristics: 

• Needles – They are soft to the touch compared to other needles and can be a 

yellowish green to a bright green in color. The needles overlap with each other like 

scales do on a fish. There is an aromatic smell when the needles are crushed. The 

needles typically shed every second year. 

• Flower - Both male and female flowers grow on the same tree, making it a 

monoecious tree. 

• Cones – They are small, usually 1/3 to ½ inch in diameter, and are brown in color. 

They can occur as a single cone or as a cluster on the ends of branches. The 

cones do ripen during the first year. 

• Bark – It is thin and fibrous and has a reddish-brown color. 

Habitat: 

• Growth Rate – Slow to Moderate. 

• Age – up to 400 years. 

• Height – 40 to 50 feet. 

• Roots – are shallow and very fibrous. 

Soils: 

• The best soil is fine clay to medium loams to moderately coarse sandy loams. 

• The drainage preferred is well-drained but can tolerate limited poor drainage. 

• The moisture level preferred is moist. 

Weaknesses: 

• Spruce spider mite and two-spotted spider mites are some insects that affect it. 

• Leaf blight and cedar tree cankers are diseases that it can get. 

• It is moderately tolerant to salt spray. 

Uses: 

• It is great for windbreaks, wildlife, and is used typically to make fence posts and 

rails. 



Pictures of Northern White Cedar 

      

 

      

 


