Pine County

Soil & Water

CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
November 2, 2017

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting on
Thursday, November 5, 2017.

Members Present: Others Present:

Skip Thomson Jill Catlier, District Manager
Tom Swaim Joe Kelash, District Forester
Doug Odegard

JJ Waldhalm Robin Poppe, Wetland Specialist

Members Absent: Jerty Telker
CALL TO ORDER: Thomson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT: #oze.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve the agenda.
Motion carried

Waldhalm entered the meeting

OCTOBER MINUTES:
Motion by Swim, seconded by Odegard to approve the October meeting minutes with changes.
Motion carried

OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS:
Moton by Odegard, seconded by Waldhalm to approve the October financials and payment of bills, including a
$12,500, and $25,000 transfer.

Motion carried

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:
Wetlands & Grants:

e City of Sandstone Water System Improvements: Site visit on 10/18/17. TEP and ACOE reviewed and

concur with delineation. Poppe recommends the board approve the delineation.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Odegard to approve the delineation for the City of Sandstone Water
System Improvements.

Motion carried.

e Pine City Township Gravel Pit: Site visit on 9/20/17. TEP concludes wetlands 1, 2, 3 & 4 incidentally
created by gravel extraction. Application submitted for no-loss determination on wetlands 1, 2, 3 & 4.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Odegard to approve the no-loss determination for Pine City Township
Gravel Pit.

Motion carried.

® Mestemacher: Applicant submitted drainage application in 2014. Mestemacher was not able to conduct
maintenance on ditch system and is requesting renewal of drainage exemption with no change. TEP
recommends approval of drainage exemption.
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve Mestemachers drainage exemption.
Motion carvied
e Stark: Site visit 10/19/17. Area #1: 625 sq ft contained saturated hydric soil. Area #2: 2,700 sq ft
contains saturated hydric soil. Poppe tecommends approval of no-loss determination be issued for both
areas.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Odegard to approve the no-loss determination for Stark.
Motion carvied.



Water Management:
e Carlier stated Larson was attending the BWSR Academy.
Forestry:
e Completed 4 WSP’s.
e Final draft of forestry directory is now on our website.
» Talked with cities regarding emerald ash borer.
Forestry Association:
e No meeting.
East Central Regional Landscape:
e Discussed Kelash’s directory.
e Discussed Snake & Kettle River Landscape Stewardship Plan
TSAIII
e No meeting.
Snake River Citizen Advisory Committee
e Husnik project was extended.
e Discussed the Cross Lake project.
Legislative /Policy/Petsonnel/Budget/Trees/Drill:
® No meeting/Nothing new

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:

Working on 2018 plans and designs for EQIP applications. There are several forestry practices in those plans.
RCPP EQIP deadline is March 2nd,

Soil survey is in progress. There is a lot of work with modeling, and have been seen out doing digs in different
areas in the county. Once an area is completed, it will be released — not all at once.

CROSS LAKE PROJECT UPDATE:

Catlier stated construction is done, and the project is almost complete — just waiting on some final plantings.
However there are some issues. The landowners are not happy with the basin at the bottom of the gully. The
landowners were never shown copies of the design and were not able to review it before construction started.
Catlier and TSA engineers will be meeting on-site with landowners and lake association board members today to
discuss possible solutions. The board discussed the issues. Cartlier will update the board next month.

STATE COST SHARE & CLEAN WATER GRANTS:
e DPricc Well Sealing: Landowner received 2 bids:
Kent Well Drilling: $2075.00
McCullough Well Drilling: $2915.00
50% cost sharing x $2075.00 = $1037.50.
Motion by Waldhalm, seconded by Swaim to approve the Price well sealing project at a cost of $1037.50.
Motion carvied.

2018 PRELIMINARY BUDGET:
Catlier presented a preliminary budget for 2018, pending budget numbers from the county.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Odegard to approve the 2018 preliminary budget.

Motion carried

PF/FARMBILL BIOLOGIST APPLICATION/POSITION:
Carlier stated the board discussed this issue at the retreat in October.
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve moving forward with a PF/Farmbill Biologist Position for
Pine County only.
Motion carried



DEMO FIELD FOR DRILL:

Thomson discussed an idea for a demo field project. The field/ptoject would span over approximately 2-3 years.
Thomson, Catlier and Larson will work with Troy Salzer from Carlton County on the project. Does the board
want to move forward with this project?

General consensus is to move forward with the project to develop a solid plan and costs to go with it before
making a formal decision.

MISC ITEMS:
e Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve Kris Larson and Joe Kelash JAA for various practices
relating directly to their jobs.
Motion carried
» Holiday schedule — the office will be closed the week of December 25®, If the staff wants to work certain
days that week, the office will be open while staff is in. Vacation time will be used in order to be paid for
time off.

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
The next district board meeting will be held on Thursday, December 7th, at 9:00 a.m at the SWCD Office in
the John Wright Building.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 9:59 am

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Odegatd, Secretary E{\__ e —-




