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RECREATION TOPIC MEETING REPORT 

Introduction 

The Kettle River & Upper St. Croix Watershed flows south from its headwaters in Carlton County 

to its confluence with the Snake River just south of St. Croix State Park. Although largely 

forested, the watershed is dotted with farmland and small cities including Moose Lake, 

Sandstone and Hinckley. This watershed is lucky to have abundant healthy natural resources 

including rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands, groundwater and forests.  

The Kettle River & Upper St. Croix One Watershed, One Plan (1W1P) is a planning 

partnership between Pine SWCD, Pine County, Carlton SWCD, Carlton County and Kanabec 

SWCD. The goal of this partnership is to prioritize restoration and protection opportunities and 

target valuable resources. The result will be the development of a comprehensive watershed 

management plan with actions that make progress towards measurable goals. The general 

1W1P process is outlined in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1. The 1W1P process is divided into six main steps. The topic meetings are the first step in the process 

(circled).  

The 1W1P process is driven by local units of government, guided by an Advisory Committee 

made up of local stakeholders and state agencies. The decision-making body for the plan is a 

Policy Committee made up of elected officials from each County and SWCD. 

Recreation was identified as an important topic in the watershed, and a group of stakeholders 

gathered to discuss actions to address the following statement:  

• Public recreation opportunities are abundant within the watershed, though certain 

activities can benefit from increased public investment, awareness and accessibility.  

Topic experts included representatives from MN Department of Natural Resources Parks and 

Trails, recreation businesses, cities, and County Land Departments.  
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Kettle River & Upper St. Croix Recreational Resources 

The watershed has an abundance of recreational resources including 14 state snowmobile trails, 

three state trails, 45 boat launches, seven Aquatic Management Areas, one Scientific & Natural 

Area, eight State Forests, two State Parks and 20 wildlife management areas. The National Park 

Services manages land along the Upper St. Croix River for recreation. In addition to state and 

federal lands, there are many acres of county forests, city parks and businesses specializing in 

outdoor recreation and lodging. 

 

Figure 2. Kettle Lake is a wild rice lake in the northern part of the planning area. 

The Kettle River is a State Water Trail. The watershed offers opportunities for hunting, fishing, 

and harvesting wild rice. In addition, there are numerous other activities to enjoy, including 

hiking, boating, swimming, paddling, biking and rock climbing.  

To illustrate the diversity of viewpoints, at the beginning of the meeting, we asked the experts to 

tell us that comes to mind when they think about the Kettle River & Upper St. Croix watershed’s 

recreational opportunities. The responses were assembled to create a word cloud (figure 2) 
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Figure 2. Word cloud depicting the diversity of responses to the question, “when you think of the Kettle River 

& Upper St. Croix Watershed’s recreation, what comes to mind?” 

Recreation Actions 

The group then generated a list of potential actions. These actions fell into five categories: 

Stewardship 

• Build community ownership of recreational resources 

• Increase / build stewardship throughout the watershed 

• Coordinate volunteer groups in the watershed 

• Create groups to maintain and clean up trails 

Awareness 

• Better signs for water access / water trail 

• More signs / information at trail rest stops, overlooks and trail shelters 

• Develop a digital map of public land adjacent to water that includes water quality 

education 

• Create lists of lodging (camping, cabins, campgrounds) in the watershed 
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• Create a list of recreational activities in the watershed 

• Develop educational programs to get non-users involved in activities 

• Create better online resources for Kettle River navigation 

• Develop Kettle River trip itineraries  

• Identify gaps in recreational opportunities 

• Revitalize the “Trail Towns” program 

 

Trails 

• Add mountain bike trails to state park system in Banning and Moose Lake State Parks 

• Bring back cross country ski trails to state park system in Banning and Moose Lake State 

Parks 

• Identify erosion or fish passage issues with trail / stream crossings 

Access  

• Increase access for people with disabilities 

• Align new recreation opportunities near population centers (i.e. Hinkley) 

• Add more dispersed camp sites near waterways 

• Add more dispersed camping and rest sites near ATV and Snowmobile Trails 

• Identify an area for a public beach within the watershed 

• Add more camping cabins (state, county or municipal) 

• Add fishing piers on state, county or city land 

• Make current access sites more accessible (better parking, signage) 

• Improve access/recreational facilities at the Kettle River at a site in the City of Kettle River 

• Create a county park within the watershed 

• Add more boat access and improve current access 

• Identify an area for a County Campground 

 

Maintenance  

• Plan long-term maintenance of existing trails, water access points, ext.  

• Fix existing trails along the river including emergency access  

• Reduce erosion / maintain boat launches  

 

Priority Locations 

The group brainstormed a list of priority areas to focus recreation action efforts: 

• Kettle River 

• City of Rutledge - currently it is confusing where access is allowed  

• City of Kettle River – improved recreation area 

• Dago Lake – potential improvements to make this a public beach (improved access) 
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• Willow River – improved river access 

• Recreational gap in Hinkley  

• Improved access to Kettle River & Moose Horn River off Highway 45 

• Long Lake - resolve questions about the public boat launch on this lake 

• Banning to Sandstone - Strengthen awareness and amenities in this area 

• Hanging Horn & Little Hanging Horn Lake access – reduce erosion at boat launch, 

improve fishing access 

• Moose Lake & Banning State Parks – add ski trails, mountain bike trails 

• Moose Head Lake - parking and trails - look for gaps / opportunities 
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Figure 3. Land based recreational opportunities in the Kettle River & Upper St. Croix Watershed. 
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Figure 4. Water based recreation in the Kettle River & Upper St. Croix Watershed. 

  



 

 
Recreation Topic Meeting 

Data 

8 

 

Figure 5. Recreational trails in the Kettle River & Upper St. Croix Watershed. 


