




SITE PREPARATION METHODS
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M E T H O D  2 :  S O L A R I Z A T I O N
E s t i m a t e d  t i m e :  6 - 8  w e e k s
D i f f i c u l t y :  M e d i u m  

M E T H O D  3 :  M A N U A L  S O D  R E M O V A L
E s t i m a t e d  t i m e :  1 - 2  d a y s  
D i f f i c u l t y :  H i g h  

M E T H O D  1 :  H E R B I C I D E  A P P L I C A T I O N
E s t i m a t e d  t i m e :  3 - 4  w e e k s  
D i f f i c u l t y :  L o w

1. Cut the vegetation very short (1" or less).
2. Irrigate to saturate the soil (1-2 ft deep).
3. Cover the lawn with 2-4 ml clear plastic sheeting. Extend the plastic 6" beyond
the edge of planting area. The edges do not heat as well so this will ensure the
planting area has a sufficient kill.
4. Anchor the edges well. The plastic should have contact with the soil surface with as

little air space as possible.
5. After 6-8 weeks, the lawn will turn from green to yellow to straw brown. Let the plastic

sit for 1-2 weeks after the grass has turned straw brown and remove the plastic.

For easiest removal efforts, lightly irrigate the area (6" deep saturation).1.
2. Remove turf grass vegetation by utilizing a manual sod removal tool such as:

A. Sod Kicker - Check with SWCD for availability to use
B. Sod Cutter - Available to rent at most local hardware stores
C. Shovel/Hand Dig

3. After sod is removed, gently rake the bare ground to reduce compaction and
loosen top soil.

1. Following label instructions, spray an appropriate glyphosate herbicide over the
project area.

2. Wait 1 week, and apply a second application.
3. Wait 2 weeks and lightly rake the ground to reduce compaction and allow sunlight to
reach the soil.

*Depending on the project type and planting methods, it is OK to leave some dead

vegetation in tact, especially on steep slopes.
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Proper site preparation is an essential component to a successful native planting. Native plants cannot
compete with turf lawns or weedy species during the first years of establishment. For most projects, all existing
vegetation needs to be completely removed and bare soil exposed prior to planting. Below are 3 approved
methods to properly prepare your site. 




