
Tamarack 
Scientific name: Larix laricina 

 

Tamarack is a native tree to Pine County. It is considered a conifer which means it has 

needles. It does drop its needles in the fall. It does not like shade and needs full sun. 

Characteristics: 

• Needles – They are ½ to 1 inch in length and grow in clusters along the stem. They 

are soft, green, and turn yellow in the fall before they fall off. 

• Flower - Both male and female flowers grow on the same tree, making it a 

monoecious tree. 

• Cones – They are small, usually ½ to 1 inch in length with smooth scales and can 

persist for two years. 

• Bark – It is a reddish-brown color and can appear scaly with a flaky design. 

Habitat: 

• Growth Rate – It can grow quickly in the correct soils. 

• Age – up to 200 years. 

• Height – 50 to 75 feet. 

• Roots – are shallow but it does have a deep taproot. 

Soils: 

• They typically like swamps and muskegs but the will grow in well-drained upland 

sites. 

• They can tolerate a wide range of soil moisture as well. 

Weaknesses: 

• Larch sawfly is an insect that harms it. 

• Larch canker is a disease that it can get. 

• It is tolerant to salt spray. 

Uses: 

• It can be used for windbreaks during the summer. 

• Wildlife like birds use it for nets and perching. 

• It is also used for fence posts, pulpwood, and sawlogs. 
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