
For highest chance of seedling survival: 



Pull weeds within 1-2 feet of the seedling.



Plant as soon as possible. Keep roots cool,
moist, and shaded until time of planting. 



Do not submerge roots in water longer than

24 hours. Heel in seedlings if planting is
delayed (see below). 











 The first root should be
planted within the 

top 1 inch of soil



Water well after planting
 and once a week for the rest 

of the growing season.



1 gallon/ 1 inch of stem diameter

Image source: thespruce.com

Dig a root-depth,
V-shaped trench in
a shaded area.

1.

2.  Spread seedlings
evenly along one side
of the trench.

3. Fill the hole with
loose soil and water
well

4. Finish filling in the
hole, and firm the soil 

How to Heel In Seedlings

Insert bar straight
down and pull
backward to open
the hole.

1. 2. Remove bar and
place seedling in the
hole, keeping its roots
straight.

3. Insert bar straight
down, about 3-4 inches
from the seedling

4. Pull bar backward to
close the bottom of the
hole.

5. Push bar forward to
pack soil firmly against
the roots.

6. Fill in second hole
and firm around the
base of the seedling
with boot.

Proper use of Planting Bar

Source: University of Missouri Extension

https://www.thespruce.com/planting-bare-root-tree-seedlings-3269509

