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What is a woodland stewardship plan? 
A woodland stewardship plan is a 

management plan written by a Minnesota 

DNR approved woodland stewardship plan 

writer that is designed to provide information 

on the natural features of your land.  The plan 

includes management options and 

recommendations that meet your objectives 

while maintaining and improving the 

sustainability of the landscape.  A woodland 

stewardship plan is valid for ten years. 

 

 

An approved plan writer can:  
• Meet with you in person 

• Conduct a field inventory  

• Make recommendations and outline a 

plan of action for managing your land 

• Walk through and explain the finished 

plan 

• Assist with implementing goals once the 

plan is completed 

• Assist with enrolling your property in a 

tax relief program (SFIA or Managed 2c) 

 

Having a registered plan with the MN DNR 

will ensure you receive updates about the 

program and qualify you to apply for cost 

share programs or projects. Cost share or 

incentive payments from the MN DNR to the 

individual landowner may be available for 

implementing certain projects or help offset the 

costs. Having a plan will also help you keep 

track of management activities on your land 

and plan for future conditions.  

 

 

Woodland Stewardship Plan 
Factsheet  
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The final plan will include:  
• Maps of your property with aerial 

photos including labeled features 

• An overview of your property, the 

timber resources, plant communities, 

wildlife, and other details 

• An overview of the surrounding 

landscape, history, geology, and how it 

impacts your property. 

• Specific goals, recommendations, and 

plans for how to carry out management 

options such as but not limited to: 

o Planting trees 

o Building trails 

o Harvesting timber 

o Improving wildlife habitat  

 

 
 

Approved plan writers 
A complete list of MN DNR approved 

woodland stewardship plan writers can be 

found at: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/foreststewardship/plan-

writers.html 

 

Additional information on property tax 

programs is available. Ask your local forester.  

Cost and qualifications 

Any private landowner with 20 or more acres 

of forested land may qualify for a plan. You 

must have at least 20 acres that are not 

developed or in agricultural production. There 

is a fee to have a plan written from our office of 

$10 per eligible acre plus $300 per woodland 

stewardship plan.       

 

Minnesota DNR cost share opportunities may 

be available to offset the cost of implementing 

land management activities on your property. 

Ask your SWCD forester for details. 

 
How to get started 
Contact 

Eddie Johnson, District Forester 

Pine SWCD 

320-216-4245 | eddie.johnson@co.pine.mn.us 

 

Nick Foss, Shared Services Forester 

Pine & Kanabec SWCD 

320-216-4248 | nick.foss@co.pine.mn.us  

 

You can also find out more information from 

our website, http://www.pineswcd.com/ or 

learn more about the forest stewardship 

program from the DNR website, 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/foreststewardship/
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