1991 WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT
WETLAND REPLACEMENT SEQUENCING

A component of the wetland replacement plan review process is sequencing. Proposed impacts to wetlands
must undergo this assessment to determine if all alternatives have been considered to avoid and minimize
impacts to wetlands. The Pine Soil and Water Conservation District Board (Pine SWCD) cannot consider or
approve a wetland replacement plan unless the plan has demonstrated the principles of sequencing.

The applicant must illustrate that the activity impacting the wetland has complied with all the following
sequencing principles in descending order:
¢ Avoid direct or indirect impact to the wetland
¢ Minimize the impact to the wetland by limiting the degree of the activity within the wetland
e Rectify the wetland impact by repairing or restoring the affected wetland
e Replace unavoidable impact to the wetland by restoring a degraded wetland, creating substitute
wetland areas or purchase wetland banking credits

Sequencing is achieved if alternatives are provided that will avoid, minimize or rectify wetland impact by
one or more of the following if applicable:
Re-configure the project; locate roads, buildings, etc. in different locations throughout the parcel to
avoid or minimize impacts to wetlands
Use a different site or parcel in the same area for the project
Apply for variances, easements or conditional use permits that will allow the project to expand into
upland areas that presently may be unavailable
Consider if the project can be downsized; reduce road widths or lengths, reduce the size or number of
structures, roads, etc. to avoid or minimize impacts to wetlands
Consider alternative routes to the site

Actual efforts have to be made to sequence. A replacement plan must demonstrate that all possibilities have
been exhausted to avoid and minimize wetland impact. An alternative is deemed feasible if it meets one or
more of the following criteria if applicable:

e [s capable of occurring according to acceptable engineering standards and practices

¢ [s consistent with reasonable standards of public health and safety

¢ s environmentally preferred

¢  Would not create any unusual problems

The Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) will recommend that a replacement plan be denied if a feasible and
prudent alternative exists that would avoid or minimize wetland impact.

If the TEP concludes that wetland impacts are unavoidable and that the applicant made a good faith effort to
avoid, minimize and rectify wetland impact, the TEP will recommend that the replacement plan be approved
or approved with conditions to the Pine SWCD Board. If the Pine SWCD Board approves the replacement
plan the applicant will be required to replace wetland impact by wetland restoration, creation of substitute
wetland areas or purchasing wetland banking credits.
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