1991 WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT
PROJECT-SPECIFIC REPLACEMENT OR BANKING CREDITS

A non-exempt wetland project will have to replace impacted wetlands. There a two methods that
can be used to replace impacted wetlands.

One method is to purchase wetland banking credits. The owner of a wetland bank has restored
or created a wetland and the individual impacting wetlands contacts the owner of a wetland bank
and purchases wetland banking credits.

The other method is referred to as project-specific and would entail restoring a degraded wetland
or creating a new wetland in an upland area. Modifying or converting non-degraded wetlands
from one wetland type to another wetland type is not eligible for project-specific wetland
replacement.

The replacement requirement for impacting a wetland can vary depending on several factors but
generally the replacement requirement will be 1:1 or 1.25:1. Impact 1 acre of wetland and
replacement one acre of wetland or impact one acre of wetland and replace one and a quarter
acre of wetland. If you purchase banking credits in Bank Service Area 6 for the same type of
wetland you impacted, your replacement requirement will be 1:1. If you construct the same type
of replacement wetland as the wetland you impacted within the watershed of the permitted
activity, your replacement requirement will be 1.25:1. Please note, replacement requirements
can be higher depending on different variables.

Wetland replacement must be completed before or concurrent with wetland impact unless an
irrevocable bank letter of credit or other security is provided to the Pine Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD). The amount of the security would be based on current wetland
banking credit prices.

Wetland Replacement by Purchasing Wetland Banking Credits

The applicant is provided with a list of wetland banks. The applicant should select a bank within
Bank Service Area 6. The applicant should purchase wetland banking credits for the same
wetland type that will be impacted to be eligible for the 1:1 replacement requirement. If the
project will impact 1 acre of a type 2 wetland, purchase 1 acre of type 2 wetland banking credits.
If a different wetland type is purchased and/or the wetland bank is in a different bank service
area the replacement requirement will either be 1.25:1 or 1.5:1. Contact this office for
assistance in determining the replacement requirement.

Documents that must be included with the wetland replacement plan if wetland banking
credits will be purchased:

e “Application for Withdrawal of Wetland Credits Form” with signature of buyer

and/or;

e A completed “Purchase Agreement for Wetland Banking Credits”, which must
demonstrate to the Pine Soil and Water Conservation District that wetland banking
credits have been purchased or an agreement has been made to purchase wetland banking
credits contingent on approval of the replacement plan.




Project-Specific Wetland Replacement

The typical project-specific wetland replacement requirement is 1.25:1 if the replacement
wetland is to be the same type of wetland as the impacted wetland. Construction of a different
wetland type or construction of the wetland in a different watershed will require a replacement
requirement greater than 1.25:1. After-the-fact replacement plans will be double the replacement
requirement. Contact this office for assistance in determining the replacement requirement.

Specific state standards must be adhered to when designing the replacement wetland (these
standards are provided with the replacement plan application).

The following must be included in the replacement plan application:
Provide a written description on how the replacement wetland will be constructed
Provide a design illustrating overhead view of the replacement wetland
Provide a design illustrating profile view of the replacement wetland
Provide evidence of ownership or property rights to the affected areas
Include in the replacement plan, best management practices that will be implemented
during construction of the replacement wetland to prevent erosion
Provide a 5 year vegetation establishment and management plan
Provided to the Pine SWCD within 60 days of replacement plan approval, copies of
notarized and recorded deed documents
Provide to the Pine SWCD an annual wetland monitoring report for a period of five years

The applicant must notify the Pine SWCD that the replacement wetland has been
constructed and provide:
e As-built specifications versus the design specifications provide in replacement plan, you
must include the rational for significant changes
e Seed tags and receipts for the purchase of the seed
e Stake the replacement wetland boundaries with lath or suitable substitute (leave in place)

Upon notice of the construction of the replacement wetland the Technical Evaluation Panel
(TEP) will inspect the replacement wetland to determine if the project is in compliance with
replacement plan standards. The Pine SWCD will notify the applicant if the replacement
wetland is in compliance and the monitoring period begins.

The TEP will review the replacement wetland through periodic site visits during the monitoring
period. If the replacement wetland is not in compliance with wetland replacement standards the
Pine SWCD will order corrective action. Corrective action could be enlarging the replacement
wetland or other measures that would ensure wetland replacement standards are met.

At the end of the monitoring period the TEP will inspect the replacement wetland. If wetland
replacement specifications have been met the Pine SWCD will provide a Certificate of
Compliance. If wetland replacement standards have not been met, the Pine SWCD will order
corrective action and extend the monitoring period.
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